WARREN WILLS and RICHARD HANSOM

first met in 1996 on the UK production of PLAN 9 FROM OUTER SPACE: THE MUSICAL for which Richard  was director and Warren musical director.  They composed several new numbers for a cast including Peter Straker, Adele Anderson and Luke Goss.

Following its UK tour they received an Arts Council bursary to write a musical version of Edgar Allen Poe’s THE FALL OF THE HOUSE OF USHER, which was presented in a workshop performance at the Bridewell Theatre in 1997.

The following year they were commissioned by Talawa Theatre Company to create LOST AND FOUND, a one-woman show for Sharon D Clarke, which combined jazz standards with six new compositions. The show was revived to critical acclaim at the Bridewell in 1999.

In 2000 they were commissioned by Broadway producer Dan Brambilla to write four numbers for a proposed musical about Robert Browning and Elizabeth Barrett Browning, HOW DO I LOVE THEE.

From 2002 – 2004 they wrote three new musicals for Haringey Shed Youth Theatre, an inclusive theatre group affiliated to Chicken Shed Theatre Company. The shows – ADAM’S FAMILY, THE BEAST OF BRUCE GROVE and RA RULES – were devised and written with the company through a series of collaborative workshops.

Contact Details:

Warren Wills: 
warren.wills@hotmail.com 

07851 606304

Richard Hansom: 
richard.hansom@tesco.net 
07748 574692

WARREN WILLS – Composer

 Award-winning Australian composer and pianist Warren has just completed the score for the RSC’s musical adaptation of Margaret Atwood’s novel THE PENELOPIAD, and last year had two shows he composed running Off-Broadway simultaneously: THE MILLINER and MURDER MYSTERY BLUES based on Woody Allen’s short stories. 

He was composer and MD for the European Premiere for SIMPLY HEAVENLY by Langston Hughes and directed by Josette Bushell-Mingo (Young Vic Theatre/West End) nominated for Evening Standard and TMA Award Best Musical 2003.  He also received an Olivier Award nomination for Best Entertainment as Musical Director/Arranger on SOUL TRAIN (Victoria Palace).

He currently has a one-woman show with Tameka Empson (of THREE NON-BLONDES) running at the Edinburgh Festival, where he also had a hit last year as MD of ELLA MEETS MARILYN by Bonnie Greer.

Warren is winner of Best Musical, Carling Fringe Award for PINMONEY OPERA; Runner-up Critics Circle Award for JOSEPHINE; twice finalist for Vivian Ellis Award for MOSCOW BELONGS TO ME and HOUSE OF OBSESSION. He has a worldwide record deal with Prestige and is a regular visitor to international festivals with artistes such as Rain Pryor and Peter Straker, as well as his own solo show WARREN which sees him give impromptu piano recitals based on audience requests for songs and styles.

RICHARD HANSOM - Writer and Lyricist

Richard has an extraordinarily diverse career, ranging from Artistic Director of one of London’s most acclaimed new writing venues, THE OLD RED LION, to script supervisor on some of the UK’s most beloved animated TV series, including BOB THE BUILDER and SHAUN THE SHEEP.

He currently works as Development Executive for Aardman Animations, the multi-Oscar winning British studio, where his current projects include Nick Park’s next WALLACE AND GROMIT film and an adaptation of Philip Pullman’s THE SCARECROW AND HIS SERVANT for the BBC, as well as series for Nickelodeon, Cartoon Network and CBeebies.

He also maintains a freelance career as a writer and director, and recent projects include the premiere of Toby Farrow’s stage play KANGAROO VALLEY, the book for the arena tour BOB THE BUILDER LIVE! and screenplay for the ITV Christmas Special KATYA AND THE NUTCRACKER. He works as voice director on such TV shows as CHOP SOCKY CHOOKS and A TOWN CALLED PANIC, and his freelance theatre directing credits include DON’T DRESS FOR DINNER and BEDROOM FARCE in Frankfurt and Pinter’s THE LOVER in Dublin.

While at the Old Red Lion he directed early works by the likes of Tony Marchant and Craig Warner, as well as the stage premiere of Joe Orton’s screenplay UP AGAINST IT, and he has directed household names such as Stephen Fry, Kathy Burke, Ralph Fiennes and Simon Russell Beale.
